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of the 


Tn ar thoſe whi call thewteiiies the Friends f the 
People, may evidence themſelves to he the friends 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by — whatever he 
commands them in the ten comman _— 1. B 
the Grace of God, let them ponder and pr 
their duty in reference to the King, & enjbided in 
the fifth commandment ; honour thy father, not 
only thy natural, but alſo thy political father, 

2. As required in Ecel. viii. 1. © I counſel thee 
to obey the King's commandment, and that in re- 
gard of the oath of God.” An oath of allegiance 
is ſufficient ſecurity to NN | e's 

3. As required in Ecel. x. 4. If the ſpitit of 
the ruler riſe up againſt thee, viz. in anger, leave 
not thy place,” i. e. forget not the duty of à ſub- 
ject, revolt not from thine allegiance ; for yielding 
pacifieth great offences. A ſubmiſſive carriage re- 
moveth. great offences, which the offended ruler 
committed in the proſecution of his anger againſt: 
| thee, or rather ſuch as thou haſt committed againſt 
him, for which he is incenſed againſt thee: ' 

4. Conſider the oppoſite fin, as forbidden in 
Feel. x. 20.“ Curſe not the king, no, not in thy 
thought.“ If that t t break forth into words, 
the king will heat of it by e 
in 471 l | TY 


— e _—__ 
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ted hands, as if a bird in the air did carry the words 
unto the king. 
5. The duty, as required Matth. xxii. 21. Matth. 


Xii, 17. Luke xx. 2.5. 1 whom kings 


reign, to the Jews aſking, if it were lawful to give 


tribute to Ceſar or not, ſaid, render unto Ceſar 


the things which be Ceſar's, and unto God the 
things which be God's. In things civil, the civil 
power protects your civil rights, and the adminiſ- 
tration of juſtice, and therefore you ought to pay. 
him tribute; but in things ſacred, God only is 
Lord of the conſcience. Give God your heart ; 
your heart and beſt affections are God's due. Give, 
unto the Lord the gloxy due unto his name; and, 
tribute is due unto the prince. Ben. 
6. As required, Rom. , xiii. 1. 7. The duty of 
fubjects is laid down in theſe terms: Let every ſoul 
be ſubject to the higher powers; and then enforced 
with mottves. Motive 1. For therę is no power 
but of God, the powers that be are ordained, 
of God. Motive 2. , Whoſoeyer therefore reſiſteth 
the power, reſiſteth the ordinance of God. Mo- 
tive 3. Theſe that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves 
damnation. Motive 4. For rulers are not a terror to 
good works, but to the evil. Motive 5. Wilt thou 
then not be afraid of the power, do that which is 


evil, be afraid; for heghearath' not the ſword 


Dy 


(4 ) 

in vain; (6. e.) the magiſtrate has not his anthotity 
to no purpoſe, but that he may defend the good 
and puniſh the evil. Motive 8. For he is the mi- 
niſter, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that 
doeth evil; this is an amplification of the former 
motive; the magiſtrate is God's officer to infficł 
iſhment upon him that doeth evil.” He is'God's 
icegerent, in God's room on earth, and doeth the 

work which primarily belongeth to God. 

From theſe premiſes, the Apoſtle deduces infer- 
ences. Inference 1. Wherefore ye muſt needs be 
fubject, not only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience 
fake; (q. d.) ſeeing theſe * things are ſo as I have 
fid, that magiftracy is of God, an ordinance of 
God, that it is for the benefit of mankind, and 
tht is armed with — — there | is a tneceſfi- 
ty of ſu on not © om fear of puniſhment 
by the — — but more eſpecially from the 
obligation of conſcience, which being well inform- 
ed is God's deputy ; its command is God's com- 
mand, and ſo to err in a this particular, is to fin a- 
gainſt God. Inference 2, For this cauſe pay you 
tribute alſo ; (i. e.) in token of that ſubjection you 
oe to- magiſtrates; you are to pay tribute, for ey 

are God's miniſters, — continnally on this 
very thing; (i. e.) they are continually promoting 
the welfare of their ſubjects, in defending the good, 
and puniſhing-the evil, which is the very 
had been before ſpea king 4 at Inference 3. pH 
therefore to all their dues, tribute to whom tribute 
is due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, fear to whom, 
fear, honour to whom honour. Maintenance and 
' reverence" are due to magiſtrates, whether Bras 
\ or ſubordinate. 
Further, the duty of ſubjeRtion, eren 
I 6. is laid down in theſe terins: Submit you hes 


OO — — 
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how then is it of God? 


„ 


to every ordinance of man. racy is certain- 
ly of divine right, but the re form of civil 
government in a nation, i Dy the law of the na- 

tion it be monarchical, or ariſtocratical, or demo- 
cratical ; it is the duty of the nation, to ſubmit to 
the form of monarchical; or if ariſtocratical, or if 
it be democratical. The form of civil govern- 
ment in Britain and Ireland, includes all theſe three 
forms, and ſo muſt be the beſt, and ſo ſhould be, 


and is by many thankfully ſubmitted unto. Motive 
1. For the Lord's fake,” the perſons or objects 


to whom this ſubmiſſion is due, are deſcribed in 
theſe words, whether it be to the king as fupreme, or 


unto. governors, as unto them that are ſent by him, 
for the puniſhment of evil doers, and for the praiſe 


of them that do well, for ſo is the will of that 


with well-doing ye put to ſilence the ignorance of 
fooliſh men. Motive 2. Becaule it is the will of 


| God. And as another motive we ought to ſubmit 
to magiſtrates, becauſ&Sit is the way to put to ſilence 


men *, 3 | | 
Moreover, the duty of the chriſtian preacher and 


the malicious ſlanders of ignorant and. fooliſh 


| chriſtian people, is laid down in 1. Tim. ii. 1—4. 


I, ſays the Apoſtle to Timothy, exhort that ſuppli- 
cations, prayers, interceſſions, and giving of thanks, 
be made for all men, for kings, and for all that are 
in authority, (i. e.) inferior magiſtrates ; that 'we 


* Queſtion ;—if Magiſtracy be the ordinance of 

* We —— Peter calls it the — 
nance of man, becauſe it is exerciſed in the affairs of man, 
or becauſe it is for man's good. The fruits of the earth are 
brought forth by the induſtry of man; yet they ceaſe not 
to be the gifts of God. In the foreſaid ſenſe, the forms of 
adminiſtration may be of man, but the original inſtitution is 
of God, and fo ought to be cheerfully oblerved. | 


— 
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may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godlineſs ' 
towards God, and honeſty to our neighbour. The 
motive enforcing this duty, is laid down'in theſe ' 
terms : For this is good and acceptable in the fight 
of God our Saviour, who will have all men to be” 
faved, and come to the knowledge of the truth. * 
Further, let us ponder what is the fin and pu- 
niſhment of falſe teachers and formal ) 
laid down by Peter, in his ſecond epiſtle, 2 Ch. 
i. 10. 13. there ſhall be falſe teichers among you, 
and one of their fins is to deſpiſe „ to 
ſpeak evil of dignities, which ſin the Apoſtle a 1 
vates, by ſhewing how unlike they are in their 
conduct unto more excellent creatures the angels, | 
which bring not railing accuſation againſt them 
before the E and how like they in their con- 
duct are to the moſt inferior creatures. Theſe, as 
natural brute beaſts, ſpeak evil of things that they 
underſtand not, and ſhall utterly periſh in their 
own corruption, and ſhall receive the reward of 
unrighteouſneſs, &c. [> N 
Moreover, let us ponder what is the ſin and pu- 
niſhment of formal profeſſors and falſe teachers, 
as laid down Jude, Ver. 8. Theſe filthy 
*« dreamers deſpiſe dominion, and ſpeak evil of di 
« ities.” Ver. 9. Yet Michael the Arch 
„when contending with the devil, he diſputed 
about the body of Moſes, durſt not bring againſt ' 
“him a railing accuſation; but ſaid, The Lord 
** rebuke thee. But theſe ſpeak evil of thoſe things 
L which they know not;” and ver. 11, Woe 
7 unto them,” &c. Ver. 13, © Theſe are wan- 
«*« dering ſtars to whom is reſerved the blackneſs 
& of darkneſs for ever.” God requires us to ſpeak. 
evil of no man, Tit. iii. 2. ; and it is a grevt ag- 
gravation of the fin of evil ſpeaking, a = 


—U—ä — — — 
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_ neceffary to explain this place of ſeripture by 
pure. In ver. he Zeit mint 5 All he elders 


(8: ) 


we ſay is pointed at Magiſtrates, men vhow Gods 
hath.ifet over us. By blaſpheming them, we become 


obnoxious to the priſon of utter darkneſs. 


Laſtly, The neceſſity of Magiſtracy appears from | 
what is recorded, Judges. xvi. 157 es Xxi. 25. 
In both places, it is dla i in thoſe days, there was no 
in Irael but every one did that which was right 
in hie on eyes. When there was no king or ſupreme 
Magiſtrate in Iſrael to goveru, to — and puniſſi 
2 workers. every man did that which — 

not in God's eye, but in his own eye. And every 
man doing that which was right in his on eye, 


they Pon did evil in the ſigbt of the Lord, when 


they were without a king or ſupreme Magiſtrate to 
keep order among them; God's houſe was for- 


faken, big: prieſts neglected. and all went to ruin 


among them... Nothing, ſays a certain divine, con- 
tributes moe under God to the ſupport of religion 
in the world, than the due adminiſtration of theſe 
two great ordinances of Miniſtry: and 
And ſo not only prayers and interceſſion, but alſo 

ing of thanks ſhouts be made for kings and all 


| — authority. We only add, where there is no king. 


eyery man will be his on King, and he who is his 
awn s. * ns. the „ r of eue 


* 
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ins » to OB BJECTIONS oY Civil 


Government. . 


7 * 


=} 


e have argbed againſt kin my nment 
in general from 1 Sam. chap. viii. And ſo it is 
other 


39 . .of 
v 


(9 ) 
++ of Iſrael came to Samuel, and faid / unto. him, 
* make us aking to judge us. like all the nations. 
In this lay the great error bf their requeſt; as we 
read, « Sam, xii. 7. In chap; vii. ver: 6 it is 
faid, © Hut the thing diſpleaſed Samuel, when they 
Wa Aid, Give us a king to judge us; ang in ver; 
5. „ The Lord fad unto Samuel, Heatken unto 
the voice of the people in ull that they ſay unts 
ches, for they have not rejected t 44 
„have me, that I ſnauld not over 
+ them,” e though there be an ertor in their 
| t. yet | will grant it, and if, in this $ their de- 
firs, they Uiſcovet ingratitude cond * he 
ſame redounds toward rite, who; in thee and by 
thee reigned over them in a manner moſt befittigg 
neſs, the end whetedf was their ſafety. |. 


w 


m 

/ Bid not God reign over them when 
they hi kings? unto Which Poole anſwers, Yes. 
Ina way, but hot in ſuch þ peculiar manner 


as he did by the who were immedia 
called of G44 Leder and affiſted by his ei 
| providence upon al 8 
ment then was named kt cy, v. = 2; ct 
government in a peculiar — for God had ſe- 
parated them from all other nations, and had _ 
tioned them againſt imitating | thei edaitiple 
had taken them ihto his own — 2 care — 
2 which privileges other ntions had hot 
Queſtion ad; Was it imply unlawful: ſor the 
| le to ite a king ? Poole anſwers, No. And 
ve codfirm his anfivr, by what God protniſed 
Abraham, Gen. xvii. „ Tings [hall come out 
<« rhee :“ and hy what God — the chu 
Iſaiab Alix. 24. 9 2 Kings ſhall be thy nurſing? 
+ thers, and theit queens, ball. he "hy nur ling 
8. „etre ot but bea was their fin, that they 
| 8 _— | 


2 


(0e) 


defired a king for this end, that they might be 
like all the nations, in an imperious manner, at an 
unſeaſonable time, and without aſking leave or ad- 


vice from God, which is ſo weighty and diſſicult a 
caſe, they could not neglect without great fin; if 


they had wiitcd ten or rwelve years, they had got 
David, à king whom God gave in his love, not in 
ab} „as he gave them Saul. In ver. 6, The 
Lord ſaid unto Samuel. ſbow them. the manner 
5 che king that ſhall reign over them ;** which 
he accordingly doth from ver. 10. to is, Of a 
kine which l they deſired like the kings of other na- 


tions, the Lord ſpeas not of their juſt authority, 


nor of the right of thoſe kings, but of their prac- 


ice as is evident from other partieulars mentioned, 


which are expteſsly forbidden and condemned i in 


feripture. 


bap. x. 26. Samuel deſcribes este of 
the” king, and the duties of ſubjects. Saul went 
home to Gibeah, and there went with hitn a band 


of men, whoſe hearts God touched; a divine 


touch influences men to duty; thoſe that feared 
God made conſcience of their duty; for they 


are oppoſed to the children of Behal in the laſt 
| — who ſaid, how ſhall this man fave us? and 


they deſpiſed bim. Though the fearers of God 
did nut deſire. a king, as the generality of the peo. 


ple: did; yet when a king was placed among them, 
| theyatere moſt forward to pay him reverence and 


obedience *. . ine Se dT 7 T7 

o: eig Lo ard $44 8 i Noche 

1 0er "4 1 

Ian e SY 2. we ery that David's fol. 
uggell t he had an opportunity to kill 

: but in ver, 6. ie Taid, * The Lord forbid that I 

B61 l do this thing to my maſter; the Lord's anointed," - 

Saul lived, and died a kings i in his. firſt Epiſtle, chap. 

22299 a ii. 7. 


1 


Cet), 


Others have argued agaiaſt our preſent; kiogly : 
overnment from Deut. vu. 15. The Lord by 

oſes; ſays to Iſrael. Thou ſhalt in any wiſe ſet 
him yer thee, ang Hum among chy me- 
thren; thou mayſt not ſet a; ſtranger oer hee, 
who is nat thy brother,” vigz. by, thine own cheixe/ 
and: — but if God: by n 
for the: ſins» of his people, ſhall ſet not a, 
but a ſtranger over them, they ſhould, they p 
to ſubmit tio that king, as appears from Hack, i. 
12. % Tell the rebellious houſe, behold;the 
© of Babylon is come to Jeruſalem, and h 
the king abereof ta Babylon“ Ver. 13, 6 
« hath taken of the king's dend, and made | _ 
em, apd;hath taken. an 03 44; 


*5. nant! 

Ver. N — — 

ing 8 — 5 
©, Therefore» r 


„ ſurely mins ,oath that be; hath G bn 
„ coveriant thas he bath broken, even it xi 

„ compenſe-upon dis on dead. Let thoſe men, 
among ourſelves, who. have taken. an oath of Me 
giance to — Nis King George, be aware of 


ury, theis att. [oy 
4 G l e perſons in this iſland argus 93 — ö 
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king n xvili. 36. 
ys. My Kingdom vis not of ih or 
If myikingdom; were of this world, nen- 


my ts ſig ht, K. 
In chis paſſage.  Gingaekrive the 235 Ks 
| kingdams} & $i 


1. From che. qual of aid down e 


Lig, 451 pr & + wh LN 3 ob: 21? N 


al — 4 1 K 
r Go the Kin WY vn 
9895 Ne. F 5 fa 0 2 
will af hon the Prince —— — to 


thale who deny God, and kill the King! 
\ - 


. D we umme 


; the ch 
ceived Kita not, but rejected him, ſaying, * This 


0120 


9 {My kingdom is not of this world. G e.) ic is 
not from below, not a worldly, not an earthly, not 
a temporal kin gdom ; and ſo by conſequence, muſt | 


be 2 —ů— a heavenly, er p 


nal ki o, Baule l. 4. Luke i. 32. 
Cgrriſt confitms this P ropaſiticn, by faying, * IF, 
<< my kingdom were of this world, then would my : 
« fight, that 1 ſhould not be delivered to 
„the Jews. 
Earthly kingdoms, and earthly kings have their 


ſoldiers and guards that fight for them, and deteud 


them from violence, which makes nothing a- 
takihg of arms by ſuch as are in authority 
5 the defence of the true religion, and the juſt 


of its profeſſor.” The carnal:Jews thought 


— bean exrthl king in extctha} pomp 


and grandeur: to deliver t por oy — 

; 4nd becauſe he did not, they croeified him 
38 a Malefactor. But the kingdom of Judah was 
deſtroyed for refuſing Chriſt ta be their ſpiritual: 
king. Chriſt ſaid, “ There ſhafl not one ſtone be 


40 le another in-the te ple of feruialem,”. 
ief cfty of: that kingdom. becauſe: they. xe- 


ie man ſhall 'not reign Ser us.. 
Further, the kingdoms of this world employ 


_ carnal” weapons; but the weapons of 1 


kingdom are not carnal, bur ares 
through God, to the pul ling 'do ee ie the — 


holds of Satan, and bringing imo captivity every 


thought to the obedience ef ul 2 Core X. 4. 


Moreover, in is oy the nature of Crit 8 
kingJom he deferi ap he end and uſe of it, laid 
dowuin theſe b texins, ſa g,tq this end was [ born, 
— for this cauſe . the world chat 1 ſhoutd 

bear * unto __ rigor Pilate ſaid to Chriſt, - 

| art 


" (+89) ) 
art thou a king then ? Jeſas-anfwercd,. thou ſaidſt 


that I am a king, (q, d.) it is a8. thou ſaldſt, I am 


a king, tough not a king ike Oeſaz, who is a 
king of this- world. Lam aheaventy king, to this 
end came I inta the world. that I hond heat wit- 
neſs unto the truth. This, Or this is the end of his 
coming, that the truth of the Goſpel may prevail 
in the hearts and lives-of men, Johm xii. 46. 1 
„am come à light into theiworld?” 4 ha 40, 
Lam come that they might bave Jife,” 
1 in this N allage, the nature of 12 $ 
kingdom be from the ſabjecd of it, laid 
down in —_ terms: “ Kvexy ons that is af the | 
truth beateth my vice. Nome are the Hu- 
jects of his — Ru but ſuch as are begotcen re 
| e- James i, 18. , Of tis own 
begot he us with the werd — 492 2 


2 — 
3 

| en 

2 of this wortd; fo, in ſome things, they 

/agree- The term Kingdom is cannetted with both. 
Ibey agtee in ee 4, God js the author of 
both, but in a different way, God, conſidered as the 
God: "of patprowls the awhor of the king 


* N g 
Nag the God LW cpm by th Tae 
m, knqwa Known y the 0 
Kingdom. & q 1 TILT Ec 
10 2« They agree. in their end; the ol God is 
e time, apd, the good of mankind is the ſub- - 
ondinate end of both. But they in this, that 
the ſubordinate end of the kingdoms of this world, - 
ih the den“ good of n ey 22 4 


* 
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dinate end of the Kin gaom of Chriſt is the eter- | 


nal good of ak ind, and that to the high- 
eſt glory of God as? the ultimate end. Luke 
i. 10 14, The angel ſuid unto the ſhepherde, 


| behold I bring you;goo@tidings of great joy, which 


ſhall be to alk pbople} for unto you id born this 
day, in che city of David/ ſaviour, which is Chriſt 
the Lord j and-ſuddenly, Mere wat with the arigel, 


4 multtude of the helvenly hoſt; praiſing God, 
and 


g. glory ts Gd un the higbeſt; & c. The 
follow G imation; ve muſt remember, for pre- 
venting miſtakes about church and civil govern- 
ment! We are o diſtinguiſh betwixt what is not 
of the world, and what is in the world. The king- 


dom of Chriſtis del of this world, yet it is in this 


world The internal inviſible part of cit is in be- 
lievers. Luke xwii 20. 21. The kingdom of 


5" Qodcbindh ndr Geh obſerrmicrigche kingilom 
of God is within you” The external viſible. 


of Chriſt's kingdom, conſiſting of his ardinan- 
ces, diſpenſed by his Miniſters, by ſuch offioers as 
are called Miniſters of the kingdom o Heaven, 


Which, in ſucceſſion,” ſhall continue in the world 


till Chriſt “ deliver up the . even 
*'the Father,” 1 Cor. f. . 

Mr Henderſon, 'who' Was Modernor'of. the re. 
forming General Aſſembly, at .Glaigow,-and a 


member of the Weſtminſter Aſſembly Y, who com- 


poſed our Confeſſiom of Faith, Nc. he, in a ſermon 


N preached before the Houſe of Lords, taught, that 
| hers. is nothing ſo eccleſiaſtical, but it belongeth 


to the Magi iſtrate, he: being" keeper of 


vob e. * nor 82 ther 1 ng fo ſecular, 


| 10 = "but 
* 4e ö 1 I 


The Ring of Iragl -was bound/to 2 copy of * 


f law | in a book, and to read therein all the days of his life, 


that 


( 


but it concerneth the Miniſtry, in ſo far as ſecular 
things fall under obedience ar diſobedience to God; 
for the word of God is exrehded-to all cauſes; all 
perſons, all conditions of lite.' All which are to be 
ruled by the word of God, and this word is to be 


expounded and applied)particularly by the Goſpel 
Miniltry ; and the fame author quotes a ſaying of 


Bernard, that the church hab two ſwords, the ſpi - 
ritual and temporal; but in a different fort, ae 
uſe of the ſpiritual, 221 the bend fit of the tem- 
poral. We may alſo ſay, that the civil power has 
two ſwords, the temporal and the ſpirĩtual; but in 
' different manner, the uſe f the temporal, and 
the benefit of the ſpiritual. When theſe two ſwords 
are put into good hands, and wiſely managed it 
goeth well both with church and ſtate, with truth 
and peace, with religion and righteouſneſs. 
Palm, exxit. 3. 5. The tribes of the Lord did 
go up to Jeruſalem, in David's day, unto the teſti- 
mony of Iſrael, to give thanks unto the name of the 
Lord; for there are ſet thrones of judgment, the 
thrones of the houſe of David! Let the teſtimony 
of Iſrael dire the thrones of judgment, and the 
thrones of judgment protectthe teſtimony ot Iſrael. 
What is recorded, Pſalm xlvii- may be taken as a 
prophecy, that in the days of the Meſſiah, the kings 
of the earth, and their people; ſhall join — 
to the church, and ſhall Pring their glory and ho- 
nour into the New Jerufalem. God is gone u 
with a thout, ſing ptaiſes to God, ſing praiſes to 
our King. min 


Fi 


| thithe aid herd to fear che Lord bis: God. Deut. xvii 
18. to intimate umto him bis dutyg which was, as one (ex- - 


preſſeth it, to be cuffor et comſaruator lis . mne 
dian n and preſerver ofthe l if} bad = Sag $ 
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is one; for the ſhields of the! earth belong un: 
to God, he is greatly. exalted; ſing kalletujahy 


_ praiſe ye the Lord. By theſe ſhields are to be un- 


derſtood Tings and . 
th - 0 8 T 8 0 R 1 5 T. 


Pfalm Ixxxii. t. Nagiſtrares ate; deſcribed 9250 


their, dignity; © God ſtandeth in the congregation 
of the mighty, he judgeth among the 4 ” Vers 
2. They are defcribed from their degeneracy, * How 
long will ye judge unjuſtly, and aceept the perſons 
of the wicked From their dignity, compared 


with- their degeneracy, we may enquire whether 


things, wrong in their perſonal or official charac- 
ter, will make void. their authority, and warrant 
the people to refuſe ſubjection to them in their law<- 
ful commands; unto which we anſwer, no, no. For, 
iſt, There were many things wrohg in Tedekiah; 
particularly in breaking his oa with Nebuchad- 
nezzar,and in impriſoning Jeremiah, and yet Jere- 


miah owned his authority, as in Jer. chap. zxxviii: 


2d. There were many things wrong in Ahab, 
ticularly in worſhiping not only the calves, but 


- alſo Baal, and in killing Naboth ; yet Elijah own- 


ed his authority, girded up his garments, and ran 
before him, like'a footman, to the entrance of Jez- 
reel, 1 Kings, xvili. 3. There were many things 
wrong in Saul, particularly the ſparing Agag; in 


_ - killin ing & the Priells of this Lord; in perlecuting 
Davi 


yet David, who was a man .accordihg to 
God's — heart, owned his authority, to the Gy 
of his death, 2 Sam chap. i: Nav * 
kill him with his own hand, nor ſuffer hls inen to 
kill him; and when the Amalekclte brought hin 


tidings that he had ſlain the king, he * 


C : 


anne cauſed his men to cut him off as a mur- 
r. i „ wth | 
4th, There were ſeveral things wrong in Solo- 

mon, his loving and marrying many wives, in go- 
ing after Aſhtatothy the goddeſs of the Zidonians, 
and after Milcom, the abomination of the Amoniges; - 
yet his authority was owned by the inſpired writer 
of 2. Chron. ix. verſe | £ 

In the New 'Teſtament, doth not Paul own the 
authority of Agrippa and Auguſtus Ceſar, and ſo 
appeals to him, Acts. xxv. 26. To come nearer 
home, there were many things wrong in James VI. 
particularly in ſuſtaining himſelf and his council 
judge of doctrine, and judge in all cauſes eccleſiaſ- 
tic as well as civil, in erecting an high i 
court, partly clergy, partly laity, to judge in mat · 
ters ſacred as well as civil; yet our religious pro- 
genitors did own his authority; according to the 
national covenant, he was the king, whom therein 
they promiſed to defend in his perſon and-authori- 
ty, in the defence of Chriſt, his evangel, &c. - 

| Lafth, there were many things wrong in Charles 
I. particularly in treading in his father's footſteps, - 
and his raiſing armies to deſtroy the Preſbyterians ; 
yet our religious progenitors did own his authority, 
according to the ſolemn league and covenant, where- 
in they did promiſe and ſwear to defend the king's 
perſon and authority, in the defence of the true re- 
ligion and liberties of the kingdom. 
| Moresdver, it is proper here to obſerve, that a- 
bout forty-tour years ago, the Aſſociate Preſbytery, 
ndw Synod, did cmit in behalf of the preſent Cl 
vil Government, a teſtimony, acknowledging that 
ſuch ſecurity was given by the Civil Government 
to qur religion, that no nation on earth enjoy the 


like. | 
| C. Let 


1 
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„F 
Let me now rehearſe an interview between a pri- 
vate chriſtian, and that eminent miniſter of the 
gaſpel who was the firſt in the Seceſſion. The — 
vate chriſtian aſked him, if he owned the preſent 
civil government; the miniſter anſwered, Yes : 
whereupon the private chriſtian ſeemed diffatisfied ; 
but the miniſter. aſked him, if his father was in life ; 
what the man ſaid in anſwer to that, I do not re- 
collect. A ſecond queſtion the miniſter aſked, 
Was your father a perfect man, without fault? 


unto which the private chriſtian anſwered, he could 


not ſay he was a perfect man, without fault. A 


third queſtion, Did you refuſe and deny his autho- 


rity over you, becauſe he had faults ? he anſwered, 
No. Why then, ſaid the miniſter, ſhould you re- 
fuſe and deny the authority of the king, our politi- 
cal father, though he hath faults, and is not a per- 
fect man ? * \ Vit 

I am ordered by apoſtolic' authority, to require 
your ſub:miſhon to magiſtrates. ”Invs, iii. 1.“ Pat 
them in mind to be ſubje& to principalities and 


powers, to obey magiſtrates, to be ready to every 


good work, to ſpeak evil of no man, to be no 
brawlers, but gentle, ſhowing all meekneſs to all 
„ | | 

We conclude with an addreſs to kings. 


Ihe duty of kings and judges, as well as of ſub- 
jects, is laid down in Pſalm ii. 10. 12. Be wiſe, O 


This argument, concluſive in itſelf, might have been 
varied and rendered {till more pointed in the following man- 
ner: You have acknowledged that your father's faults did 
not warrant you to renounce his authority: I would aſk 
farther, Are you yourſelf faultleſs? No. Well, do you 
think that your faults would vindicate your ſon for renoun-. 
12 5 authority, and robbing you of your paternal pow- 
er? I am ſure you will auſwer in the negative. 

JE 


* 


N 
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ye kings, be inſtruQted ye judges: of the earth, ſerve 
the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling ; 
kiſs-the ſon. - In this clauſe, their and our duty to 
Jeſus Chriſt, the ſon of God, is expreſſed figurative, 
ly; kiſs the ſon with a believing kiſs, with a kiſz 
of adoration. and religious worſhip... It is ſaid, Hoſ. 
xiii. 2. They that worſhipped: idols kiſſed them; 
but Jeſus Chriſt is the Lord, and worſhip thou him. 
Pfalm xlv. 11. Acknowledge him for your king, 
believe in him, and be obedient to him. Motive 1. 
Leaſt he be angry and ye-periſh from the way. 
Chriſt is the way, John xiv. 6. And ſome by ne 
glecting Chriſt, bx not believing in him, periſh 

om the way to heaven, Heb. ii. 3, Motive laſt is 
laid, down in theſe words, When his wrath is 
kindled but a little, bleſſed are all they that put their 
truſt in him. When his wrath is kindled but a 
little, (i. e.) the leaſt degree of his wrath is very 
terrible, much more the heat and height of it. 
Bleſſed are all they that put their truſt in him. 
Ide conſequence of the Son's wrath being kindled 
but a little, is that it will burn to the loweſt hell; 
but the Pſalmiſt ſtartles at the conſequence, at that 

dreadful doom, and bleſſeth all that eſcape it. by 
truſting in the Lord. The kings and rulers men- 
tioned in verſe 2. were ſuch as did take counſel to- 
gether, againſt the Lord and his anointed, but 
theſe, even theſe were by God who is rich in 
mercy, exhorted to ſerve the Lord, to kiſs the Son, 
&c. 2. The duty of kings to their ſubjects is laid 
down, Pfalm Ixxxii. 3. 2. Defend the poor and 
fatherleſs, do juſtice to the afflicted and needy, de- 
liver the poor and needy, rid them out of the hands 
of the wicked. Kings are called gods, and herein 
they nruſt be followers of God, they muſt be fa- 

| 2 


thers 


( ao ) | 
thers of the fatherleſy adminiſter juſtice impartial+ 
ly, and reſcye thoſe that are fallen into the hands 


of oppreſſors, and deliver them, We have the du- 
ty of a kin T. his ſervants and ſubjeQts, laid down 


„ Plalm ci, Therein David, by the dire - 


e 
| ey. the Holy Spirit, informeth us of his reſolu- 
tion when he got 


of the kingdom, and 
which he ſex down ay a rule to be followed by him. 


ſelf, and all magiſtrates, to diſcountenance all 


manner of wickedneſs, and to favour ſuch as were 
virtuous. Let kings take their encouragement to 


do their duty from God's promiſe to enable them. 


Palm xxxviii. 4, 165 All kings of the earth ſhall 
praiſe thee O Lord, when they hear the wards of 
thy mouth, yea the ſhall eng in the ways of the 


Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord, 


This paſſage may be viewed alſo as a prophecy, 
relating to the New Teſtament times, when the 
kingdoms of this world ſhall become the kingdoms 
of our Lord, and of his Chriſt, of which we read, 
Rev. xij. 15. It is in this paſſage foretold, that the 
kings of the earth ſhall hear the — of the a 
the goſpel ſhall be preached to them, accom 
with the Holy Ghoſt, ſo as to produce ith in 
them, that then they ſhall praiſe the Lord, and fing 
in the ways of he? Lord, 'in the ways of his grace 
and providence toward them, and when kings be- 
come religious, and their kingdoms become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chriſt, how, O 
how glorious will theſe days be ! 

Religious kings and religious ſubjects are all one 
in Chriſt, Gal. iii. 29. And when by Chriſt, the 
prince of the kings of the earth, hyp are made Spi- 


ritual Kings and Spiritual Prieſts to God, they ſhall 


then * as in Rev. i. 5 6, Unto him chat loved — 
an 


his father; To oo Cone 
and ever, Amen. 


N. B. We beſeech both Miniſters and 

nder Chapters 23 and 31. of the 

of Path, as received by the General Aſſembly 
the Chnreb of Scotland, in a8 af dated 1647. 
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Iſt, Conſiſting of ſome more Exhortations to Sub- 
ects A HY 


JETS. | | | 
29, Of an Exhortation to Burghers, Magiſtrates, 
and Country Gentlemen. | 
3d, Of an Exhortation to Stateſmen, the Members 
F the Privy Council. | 
4th, and Laſtly, Three concluding Exhortations to 
„ 1 | 5 


| Tur firſt exhortation to ſubjects, is that of Solo- 
mon, recorded Proverbs xxiv. There the inſpired 
preacher ſays, My ſon, fear thou the Lord and 
the king.” Religion and loyalty muſt go together. 
They that are truly religious, being the quiet in 
the land, will be loyal in conſcience toward God, 
and meddle not with them that are given to'change ; 
join not thyſelf with them, in their cabals, that are 
given to change from better to worſe. | 
2d, Exhortation to ſubjects is that recorded, 
Luke xi. 1. There the Lord ſays, Beware of 
the leaven of the Phariſees, which is hypocriſy ;” 
and in 1 Peter ii. 13. 15. the Apoſtle having laid 
down ſeveral reaſons, why Chriftians ſhould ſub- 
mit themſelves to Magiſtrates, in verſe 16, he ſays, 
« As free, and not uſing your liberty for a cloke 
of maliciouſweſs, but as the ſervants of God.” All 
true believers, are freemen, John vin. 32. 36. ; but 
| X they 


( 43 ) 


they muſt not ufe "their freedom as à covering for: 
hatred or the neglect of any duty towards God, or 
towards their ſuperiors. No, no, God hath ſaved 
us, that we might ſerve him without fear of hell, 
in holineſs and righteouſneſs all the days of our 
life, Luke i. 94, 75. As religion or reformation 
is not the cauſe of vices, ſo it is not to ſerve for a 
cloke where with to cover theſe deſigns, which may 
prove dangerous both to Church and StatG. 
3d, Exhortation to ſubjects, is beware of mur- 
muring; be not murmurers. In Exodus xvii. 
The people want water; and inſtead of praying to 
God, they murmur againſt Moſes. who was king 
in ſeſhurun. Such is the hard condition of au- 
thority, if men fare well, they applaud themſelves; 
if ill, they chide with, and repine againſt their rul 
ers: but murmur not as ſome of them did, leſt ye 
de deſtroyed by the deſtroyer, as they were, 1 Car. 
Ander 1. 9007 bei HE Banbs. t, ot r 
4th, F:xhortition'to ſubjects is, beware of ſedi« 
tion; be not feditjous as Korah, Dathan, and A- 
biram, of whom we have an account in Numbers 
xvi. 3.; and what was the iffue of their gathering 
together againſt Moſes and Aaron, we have re- 
corded in ver. 32. The earth opened her mouth, 
and ſwallowed them, & e. Abſalom ſpake evil of 
the king, his father, 2 Samuel xv. 3. ; and how Ab- 
ſalom's ſedition ended, we are informed, 2 Samuel 


xvii. 3.—14. But, perhaps, a [ee anſwer * 


ſhould be made to this queſtion, What is meant by 
ſedition? Anſwer, We may learn what is meant 
thereby from Ezra iv. 15. There it is recorded what 
the adverſaries of f ws ſaid of Jeruſalem, 
«+ This city is a rebelliòds city, and hurtful untd 


e, having moved ſe- 
dition 


ſame; and ver. 13, the ph 


«6 kings ; and they have rg hi within the 


- 
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TA of him in their buſineſs. 
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dition. is explained by the phraſe, have made in- 
ſurrection againſt kings; and to make infurrec- 
the againſt kings, is to riſe in | rebellion againſt 
8 

In Luke xxiii, 19,24. we read,that Barrabbas, 
fas a certain fedition, and for murder, was caſt in- 
to D both capital erimes. In Gal. v. 20. the 
ſays, © The works of the fleſh are ſedi- 
| 3 tions and hereſies. Seditions are crimes oppo- 
ſite to the Beate; and hereſies are errors oppoſite _ 
to ſome ſubſtantial truths in religion, ouſly. 
maintained. 3 uy know w we be 
led by the ſpirit or by he fleſh, by our actions and 
courſe of life. As — fleſh, though that cor- 
rupt principle lies inwardly, and is hid, yet the 
works of it are . manifeſt, any body may diſcern 
them. It is the indiſpenſible duty of us all, to con- 
ſider if we be led by the ſpirit, or b the fleſh; ik 
we be, indeed, the Friends of the eople, or the 
Friends of the Devil, who ſhall not inherit the 
kingdom of God, ,unleſs we are firſt waſhed and 
ſanded and juſtified i in the name of our Lord 
Jeſus, and by the ſpirit of our God. So God dealt 
with ſome Corinthians. 1 Cor. vi. 11. And let 
rw; ch comfort themſelves in God againſt theſe evil 
e 7 and ſeditions as David did, 2 Samuel xvi. 

11. 12. It is a faying of a noted divine, if the ambi- 
tious knew what cares, dangers.and fears dwell with- 
in the hoop of a Crown, though 1 it lay at their foot, 
they would not ſtoop to take it up; but the divine 
arm that ſets the diadem on their Reads, doth there 
maintain it. If they uphold his Kingdom, he will 
uphold theirs. If they will have God to be mind- 
ful of them in. his mere, they muſt be mindful 


Exbortation to Burghers, Magiſtrates, and coun- 
ry 


ö 
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ay Gembancn; when about to chooſe members to 
repreſent them in the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons. Let them chooſe thoſe who ate qualified 
to be rulers,” as recorded in Exodus, xix. 21. 
Able men, ſuch as fear God, men of truth, hat. 
ing covetouſneſs.” It is requiſite that' they be 
able men, men of courage that underſtand buſi. 
neſs ; 3. Such as fear God, who believe that God's 
eye is always on them, and to whom they are ac- 
countable; 3. Men of tuch, who' will not lie, nor 


tell for a truth what they know tobe. . 9 


ing covetoufnefs, not —— not ſee 
alſo abhorring the thoughts of ſo — he is — 
tb be a ruler; that (haketh- his hands from holds 
ing of bribes,” Iſalab, xxxiii. 15. 
- Exhortation to Stateſmen the members of the 


Honourable: _ Council. O, ye Miniſters of 


State, ponder practiſe Elephaz's exhortation 


to Job. xxii, 21. Acquaint now thyſelf witlt 


him,“ with God. Ac in yourſelves with the 
1 of God; Searoh the ſcriptures,” John v. 
59% the holy Bible is a ſelf-interpreting book, ſo 
the ſcriptures are the very beſt counfellots to the 
greareſt Stateſmen in the world. David, in Pſalm 
cxix/ 22: ſaid to the Lord; © Thy ' teſtimonies are 
% my delight and my counſellors. Acquaint 
yourſelves with the work of God. which is the ful- 
filling of ' the word: of God; acquaint yourſelves ? 
witty the hiſtory: of your o nation. In the ve 
morning of the Goſpel, the Sun of righteouſne 
ſhined upon this land; and hiſtorians ſay, the firſt 
Porente”'that'ow the: Goſpel a aft! hon in 
Brivain:” 3 ; 108917 Ys; 

trv-Chiron. z. 32. it is; laid oftthe ekiltren of 
Ifchar' that they. hud! underſtanding of the times 


eee e Gaal bet 20-46 j* from their, 
15.134 5 obſervation 
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| obſervation and experience, they learned both 


their own and others duty, and intereſt. Such men 
are well qualified to be Stateſmen, who have un- 
derſtanding of the political times, to know what 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, ought to do. You 
know yourſelves to be ſinners, and you profeſs to 
be Chriſtiang ; but never think you know Chriſt 
or yourſelves as you ought, till you find a daily 
need of him, for righteouſneſs, and ſtrength, for 
par rdon and ſanctification; and let him, as your 


ediator, be your conſtant introducer to the great 


God, In John, xiv- 6; he ſays, “ Lam the way, 
«and there is no coming to the Father but by me. 
But beware of addreſſing an abſolute God, for it 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living: 
God. God, out of Chriſt, is a conſuming fire. The 


 faving knowledge of God no man can communi- 


cate to another; no, it is the effect of the ſpecial 
operation of the ſpirit, John xvi. 13. 14. and ſq 
when you take the Bible into your hand, pray, 
That the ſpirit may guide you: into all truth, 
&c. ; and pray, as in Pſalpy Ixiti- 3. O, ſend out 
thy light and thy truth, let them lead me,” & c 


and pray, as in Pfalm cxix.. 18. Open — 


* my eyes, that 1 may beboid wondrous hingt out 


| 10 of thy law.“ 


We conclude with thies enhonations, both- to- 
kings and ſubjects. Let all ſtudy, and by the — 
of God, do the duty of their ſtation. Let kings do "BBY: 
the duty of their ſtation, and ſubjects the duty of 


their ſtation; for 1 is not the author of — 4 


ſion but of peace, 1- Cor. xiv; 33: and in verſe laſt, 
the Apoſtle ſays, Let all | thing done decenuy 
and in order; and in Matth. viii. g. the Centurion 
ſaid, I am a man under authority, having ſoldiers 
under me; * was a ſubaltern officer, having ſu- 
4 periors 
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iors and inferior. It was the obſervation f 
that in ſubordination conſiſts the harmony of 
the Creation. That which is of an inferior nature, 
is ordered to the ſervice of that which is of a ſupss 
tior nature. Thus, water and earth that have 
lower being, are employed for the beauty and 
growth of plants, which are more excellent in hav< 
ing a principle of growing life: Again, theſe plauts 
are ſubſervient to birds and beaſts, which are ſape- 
rior to them by! having a principle of ſenſe, which 
the others have not. Thoſe again are ordered for 
the good of men, who are ſuperior to them by hav- 
ing a principle of reaſon, and who have the domi- 
nion over all theſe granted to them; and men hau. 
ing God for their ſuperior, are deſigned as muck * 
to ſerve the glory of God, as all theſe other things 
are deſigned for the uſe and ſervice of men! God}, 
who gives being, and is the preſerver of all things; 
is alſo the end of all things, to whoſe glory all 
things are to be ſubſervient, Rom. xi. 36. For of 
him, and through him, and to him are all things, 
and to whom be glory for ever, Amen. | 

ad. Exhortation. Let. Kings and ſubjeQs for 
their direction, and conſolation, ponder what is re- 
corded in 2 Chron. xv. 2. There the prophet ſays, 
Hear ye me, Aſa, and all Judah and Benjamin, 
the Lord is with you, while you be with him, and 
if ye ſeek him, he will be found of you.“ This pro- 
miſe is a ſure word, and forever to be reſted upon. 
A believing King, and believing ſubjects, ſhall ne- 
ver want God's gracious preſence. Even Jeroboam 
had a promiſe, upon condition of cloſe walking 
with God in righteous adminiſtrations, of having 
a houſe built like the houſe of David, 1 Kings xi. 
38. Finally, let Kings and ſubjects comply with 
the exhortation in Pſalm xxix. 1. 2. Give _ 
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